FRANCE  AND   THE  ALLIES

that the French were betrayed, not only by sneaking
politicians, but also by military leaders. That is known
now. Is it commonly known, however, that after the
1936 elections, the Association of Reserve Officers
approached the President of the Republic in the Elysee
Palace and informed him that in the event of war with
Italy they would not serve?

This action explains much. The representatives of the
Association of Reserve Officers, of which the President
was M. Ferry, a member of M. Lebrun's civil Cabinet,
should have left the Elysee in prison vans. They left
in freedom.

After the armistice the French, ignorant of the intrigues
which had been hatched, put their trust in Marshal Petain,
sanctified by age and honours. With death at their hearts
they accepted an armistice which, it was claimed, had
been concluded honourably, but of which they do not
yet know the terms. The tremulous, broken voice of the
Marshal attested over the radio that the French people
had been drawn into the war unprepared and had been
abandoned by perfidious Albion at Dunkirk. Though the
French were not misled by German propaganda they did
believe him who spoke of ' 'these lies which have caused
you so much harm/'

Without means of discovering the truth, my fellow-
countrymen did feel resentment against Britain at that
time. They recalled British hesitation in 1914 before
Britain actually entered the war, the British attitude at
the Peace Conference, the voluntary isolation which
Britain had maintained, and the Fashoda incident; they
did not know of the resolution with which the British
people faced single-handed war against Germany.

Then it was that, suddenly, a voice of their own land
made itself heard across the air. General de Gaulle was
continuing the fight. His soldierly eloquence hammered
out the phrases and called truth aloud to his fellow-
countrymen, restoring hope to them in the same moment.
The veil of lies was torn asunder. The French saw the role
for which they had been cast. They knew that of all the
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